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Aaron Engstrom, Area Plans & Resources Section Manager



| 2

OVERVIEW

General 
Plan

Area 
Plan

Background 
Report

Future 
Steps



| 3

GENERAL PLAN ORGANIZATION – ELEMENTS (CHAPTERS 2-10)

2040 General Plan Elements
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Seven of the nine Area Plans were reformatted as part of the 
2040 General Plan:
d

▪ El Rio/Del Norte

▪ Lake Sherwood/Hidden Valley

▪ North Ventura Avenue

▪ Oak Park

▪ Ojai Valley

▪ Piru

▪ Thousand Oaks

AREA PLANS (CHAPTER 11)
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• Chapter 12 Glossary and Acronyms

• Appendix A Area Plan and Community Maps

• Appendix B Climate Change (Climate Action Plan)

• Appendix C Save Open Space and Agricultural Resources (SOAR)

• Appendix D Guidelines for Orderly Development

• Electronic General Plan (e-GP) Web-based platform 
egeneralplan.vcrma.org

• General Plan Translated into Spanish 

 (Completed in 2022)

OTHER COMPONENTS

https://egeneralplan.vcrma.org/
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OTHER COMPONENTS: WEB-BASED TRACKING TOOL 
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DESIGNATED DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITIES 
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March 18, 2024  – Annual Report to Board 

185 Programs 

Implementation Programs

• DDC Designation

• Urban parks Amendments

• Farmworker Housing Survey

• PWA Sidewalk Improvements

GENERAL PLAN IMPLEMENTATION  - DIVISION WORK PLAN

Program Status

Implementation 

Programs

 (Climate Action 

Plan)

Implementation 

Programs 

(Other)

Total

Ongoing 27 41 68

Complete 5 11 16

Initiated 31 34 65

Ongoing (Not 

Initiated)
2 2 4

Not Initiated/To Be 

Implemented by 2025
9 11 20

Not Initiated/To Be 

Implemented after 

2025
7 5 12

Total 81 109 185



El Rio / Del Norte Area Plan Update

AREA PLAN
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WHAT IS IT?

Guiding 
Documents

Community 
Character

Community 
Identity

• General Plan

• Strategic Plan

• Transportation Plans

• State Legislation 

• Land Use

• Other Related Topics

▪ Air Quality, Housing 
Transportation, 
Water, etc.

• Needs

• Wants

• Requirements
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WHAT IS IT?
Vision Goal Policy/Program



| 12

EXTENT OF THE PLAN
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BRIEF HISTORY

1980
• Area Plan Created

1996
• Comprehensive Update

2005
• Amendment – Minor Zone Changes

2011
• Amendment – Introduced the RHD Zone

2020

• Amendment – Format changes and minor text and policy 
changes  to match General Plan Update.

2026?
• Comprehensive Update 2



| 14

• Roadways

• Regional 
Multimodal 
System

3 Goals

• Biological 
Resources

• Scenic 
Resources

• Cultural, 
Historical, 
Paleontological, 
and 
Archaeological 
Resources

• Soil and Mineral 
Resources

• Oil and Gas 
Resources

5 Goals
8 Policies

• Public Facilities 
and Services

• Wastewater 
Treatment and 
Disposal

• Flood Control 
and Drainage 
Facilities

• Public Utilities

• Education and 
Library Facilities

• Parks and 
Recreation 
Facilities

11 Goals
13 Policies

THE CURRENT PLAN

• Land Use 
Designations 
and Standards

• Character and 
Design

Water Resources

• Flood Hazards

• Air Quality
Economic 

Vitality

17 Goals
19 Policies

2 Goals
3 Policies

1 Goal
6 Policies

1 Goal

Circulation, 
Transportation, 

and Mobility

Conservation 
and Open Space

Public Facilities, 
Services, and 
Infrastructure

Land Use and 
Community 
Character

Hazards and 
Safety

Programs

25 
Programs



El Rio / Del Norte Area Plan Update

BACKGROUND REPORT
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• Land Use Element Program F (LU-F)

Comprehensive Area Plan Updates:  The County shall review and 
periodically prepare a comprehensive update to each of the Area 
Plans to ensure that they reflect community needs and 
expectations.

• Housing Element Program D (HE-D)

Infrastructure Constraints: The County’s Land Use and Community 
Character Element identifies the El Rio/Del Norte Area, a designated 
disadvantaged community, to be updated first and will assist in 
planning appropriate infrastructure for at least 179 multifamily units 
identified in the Sites Inventory.

WHY UPDATE?
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BACKGROUND REPORT STATUS

Compile Research

History

Regulations

Demographics

Land Use and 

Character

Public Facilities & 

Services

Circulation & Mobility

Hazards & Safety

2023-
2025

April-May

Inter-Agency Review

June

Public Release and 
MAC Presentation

2025
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OVERARCHING THEMES

• Provide parks 
& recreation 

• Increase 
access to services & 
transit options

• Designated 
Disadvantaged 
Community

• Increase inclusivity

• Improve water flow 
& supplies for

additions, growth,
or fire
suppression

• Increase Affordable 
Housing

• New State Laws

H
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g W
ater

Infrastructure
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ental

Justice Parks &
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Transporta
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El Rio / Del Norte Area Plan Update

FUTURE STEPS
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PUBLIC OUTREACH PLAN

Work sessions with the MAC

Community workshops and open 
houses

Plan for educational installations at 
the County Government Center, 
local libraries, and County parks

Focused small group meetings

Communications using project 
website, email, social media, and 
press releases

Include bilingual (Spanish) and 
interpretive materials and services
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DecisionAdvisoryAdvisory
Revised 

Area 
Plan

State 
Regulation

Small Group 
Meetings

General 
Public

El Rio MAC

PLAN INPUT AND REVIEW

MAC
Planning

Commission
Board of

Supervisors

Legislative Review

Public Comment 



El Rio / Del Norte Area Plan Update

QUESTIONS?

Sign up for project notifications here:  
rma.venturacounty.gov/divisions/planning/el-rio-plan-update/

Or  ask 
Case Planner  Donald Nielsen: Donald.Nielsen@ventura.org 

Planning Manager, Aaron  Engstrom: Aaron.engstrom@ventura.org
Planning Director Dave Ward, Dave.Ward@ventura.org 

CivicSpark Fellow, Ian Grace, Ian.Grace@ventura.org
 

https://rma.venturacounty.gov/divisions/planning/el-rio-plan-update/
mailto:Donald.Nielsen@ventura.org
mailto:Aaron.engstrom@ventura.org
mailto:Dave.Ward@ventura.org
mailto:Ian.Grace@ventura.org
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